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Statement on Gulf War llInesses
June 21, 1996

In March 1995, | announced my intention
to leave no stone unturned in our efforts to
determine the causes of the illnesses being
experienced by veterans of the Gulf war and
to provide effective medical care to those
who are ill. Since that time, we have been
pursuing a wide range of initiatives on Gulf
war illnesses, including re-examining intel-
ligence and operational records for evidence
of possible exposure to chemical or biological
weapons.

As part of this ongoing effort, the Depart-
ment of Defense, based partly on informa-
tion brought to its attention by the United
Nations Special Commission, has confirmed
that, shortly after the war, U.S. troops de-
stroyed an lIragi ammunition bunker that
contained chemical weapons. Chemical de-
tectors were used by U.S. troops both before
and during the destruction operation. While
we have no evidence today that Americans
were exposed to chemical weapons during
the operation, this is a very important issue
which we will continue to investigate thor-
oughly.

The release of this new information re-
flects my commitment to unraveling the Gulf
war illnesses problem. We will continue to
work closely with the Presidential Advisory
Committee on Gulf War Veterans’ lllnesses
to ensure that we are doing everything pos-
sible to address the health consequences of
service in the Persian Gulf. We will also con-
tinue to make new information on this impor-
tant issue available to veterans and their fam-
ilies.

NoTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
June 22, 1996

Good morning. Today | want to talk with
you about keeping our families safe and se-
cure, and especially about how we can help
parents to protect their children.

Since | took office we've worked hard to
combat the crime and violence that has be-
come all too familiar to too many Americans.
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We passed a sweeping crime bill in 1994,
against steep opposition from partisan politi-
cians and special interest group pressure.
We're now putting 100,000 new police offi-
cers on America’s streets in community polic-
ing. Nearly half of them are already funded.
We banned 19 deadly assault weapons,
passed the Violence Against Women Act to
help our communities resist domestic vio-
lence. We passed the Brady bill, and already
it'’s stopped over 60,000 felons, fugitives, and
stalkers from buying a gun.

We're helping our communities give chil-
dren something to say yes to, positive pro-
grams and good role models to help them
stay away from crime and drugs and gangs.
These laws are making a real difference
across our country. In city after city and town
after town, crime and violence are finally
coming down. Crime is coming down this
year overall in America for the 4th year in
a row. But we all know we've got a long way
to go before our streets are safe again.

And as we move forward, we have to re-
member we’re not just fighting against crime,
we're fighting for something: for peace of
mind, for the freedom to walk around the
block at night and feel safe, for the security
of neighborhoods that aren’t plagued by
drugs, where you can leave your doors un-
locked and not worry about your children
playing in the yard. We're fighting to restore
a sense of community, and most of all, we're
fighting for our children and their future.

Nothing is more important than keeping
our children safe. We have taken decisive
steps to help families protect their children,
especially from sex offenders, people who,
according to study after study, are likely to
commit their crimes again and again. We've
all read too many tragic stories about young
people victimized by repeat offenders. That’s
why, in the crime bill, we required every
State in the country to compile a registry of
sex offenders and gave States the power to
notify communities about child sex offenders
and violent sex offenders that move into their
neighborhoods.

But that wasn't enough, and last month |
signed Megan’s Law that insists that States
tell a community whenever a dangerous sex-
ual predator enters its midst. Too many chil-
dren and their families have paid a terrible
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price because parents didn't know about the
dangers hidden in their own neighborhood.
Megan’s Law, named after a 7-year-old girl
taken so wrongly at the beginning of her life,
will help to prevent more of these terrible
crimes.

Now we must take the next step. Senator
Biden and Senator Gramm have introduced
bipartisan legislation to develop a national
registry to track sexual offenders and child
molesters across the country. They’re on the
right track, but we have to move forward
now, and we can. Today I'm directing the
Attorney General to report back in 60 days
with a plan to guarantee our police officers
this information right away. We must make
sure police officers in every State can get the
information they need from any State to track
sex offenders down and bring them to justice
when they commit new crimes. The police
officer in Cleveland should be able to get
information on all known sex offenders in
Cleveland, whether they committed their
crimes in New York or Los Angeles. Every
bit of information we have about the people
who commit these crimes should be available
to law enforcement wherever and whenever
they need it.

The crime bill laid the foundation for this
national registry by requiring States to track
sexual offenders within their borders.
Megan’s Law makes sure parents get this in-
formation so they can take steps to watch
out for their children. Now | want the Attor-
ney General to work with the States and the
Congress to link this information together to
make it available to law enforcement at every
level in every State. Police officers will be
able to prevent more crimes and catch more
criminals if they can share and compare the
latest information we have.

We respect people’s rights, but there is no
right greater than a parent’s right to raise
a child in safety and love. That’s why the law
should follow those who prey on America’s
children wherever they go, State to State,
town to town.

We'll never be able to eliminate crime
completely. But as long as crime is so com-
monplace that we don’t even look up when
horror after horror leads the evening news,
we know we've got a long way to go. Yes,
the crime rate is coming down for 4 years
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in a row. And, yes, our strategies of 100,000
police, the Brady law, the assault weapons
ban, the domestic violence law, the youth
prevention programs, these things are help-
ing. But I won't be satisfied until America
is once again a place where people who see
a report of a serious crime are shocked, not
numb to it.

We can make that America real. We know
we can if we work together and put our chil-
dren first.

Thanks for listening.

NoTe: The address was recorded at 12:23 p.m.
on June 21 at McCormick Place in Chicago, IL,
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 22.

Remarks to the U.S. Conference of
Mayors in Cleveland, Ohio

June 22, 1996

Thank you very much, Mayor Rice. His
speaking’s improved now that he’s getting so
much practice out there on the stump.
[Laughter] I'm delighted to be here with you.
| thank you for your great year as president
of the U.S. Conference of Mayors. I'm look-
ing forward to working with Mayor Daley this
year. And I'm glad the Democrats are going
to give him a little boost in the local economy
in Chicago in a few weeks, try to get his term
off to a good start.

I want to say a special word of appreciation
to the mayor of Chicago for the City Livabil-
ity Awards that he presents every year at this
conference, along with Philip Rooney of
Waste Management. | think that's a very
good thing to do, and I've always been im-
pressed with the achievements that earn the
awards.

I'm delighted to be here with the other
mayors on the platform: Mayor White and
my longtime friend Mayor Helmke, Mayor
Rhea. | was glad to see Congressman Stokes
this morning and Congressman Sherrod
Brown. And Reverend McMickle, 1 got
prayed over from a distance; | thank you. |
heard it and needed it more than the others
here. | appreciate it very much. [Laughter]

I enjoyed all of the music in advance, and
I want you to know that Mayor Rice and |
were out there trying to sing along with



